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enemy, and not rather have listened to the advice of
their courtiers and friends 1 Had Mirabeau, on the other
hand, become the virtual prime minister in a parlia-
mentary cabinet, there is no doubt that he would at
once have attempted to form a strong party composed
of all the moderate men in the Assembly. He would
have used the legislature to coerce the Court, and the
influence which the king still possessed to guide the
legislature. The delight which the people of Paris
showed at the presence among them of the royal family,
the recognition by the most violent and fanatical
demagogues of the fact that the populace was not yet
ripe for republican institutions, the undoubted loyalty
of the provincial visitors at the festival of July 14
nearly a year later, a hundred other indications prove
that the traditional devotion of the French people to
the Crown, as the centre and symbol of national life,
was not extinct, and might have proved a powerful
instrument in the hands of a skilful politician, if the
king could have been induced to adopt a line of con-
duct so decided as to convince his subjects that he was
no enemy to the Eevolution.

The treasury was empty, the army mutinous, the
fears and the hopes of the populace were alike ex-
travagant. Yet the miseries and crimes which were
impending might have been averted had the legislature
and the executive agreed to co-operate vigorously in the
repression of anarchy. The execution of the murderers
of the baker Fra^ois, the increased vigour of the
municipality and the National Guard in checking dis-
order, the passing of a riot act, had greatly improved
the state of things in Paris, notwithstanding the